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TATA Steel sponsored athletes wins gold at Triathlon World Championship

Great Britain celebrated double gold medals when Ms Helen Jenkins and Mr Alistair Brownlee stormed to victory over the weekend in the women's and men's elite races at the Dextro Energy ITU Triathlon World Championship presented by TATA Steel. Mr Alistair's younger brother Mr Jonathan also made the podium, taking bronze.

Mr Alistair Brownlee commented after winning the men's elite race that "To be honest I couldn't believe I got away on the bike. I was worried I would be attacked on the bike. It's one of the best receptions I've ever had. It was a great experience."

Ms Helen Jenkins was ecstatic with her win. She said that "I'm so happy, it's really special. I knew I had the form but you have to deliver on the day. It's unbelievable. The crowd support was amazing."

Both Ms Helen Jenkins and Mr Jonathan Brownlee have been supported by Corus (now TATA Steel in Europe) in recent years and acted as Corus Ambassadors promoting triathlon.

This weekend's event highlighted how far the sport of triathlon has developed, with the Hyde Park triathlon being run over next year' Olympic course and forming the London 2012 Olympic Triathlon test event. The elite races were also an Olympic qualification event for many of the participating nations and this year's field of elite triathletes was one of the best the sport has witnessed in its 37 year history.

With the 1.5 kilometers swimming sections starting in the Serpentine Lake in Hyde Park and the 40 kilometers cycle moving out to roads around Buckingham Palace and Wellington Arch, London’s historic landmarks marked the route. The grandstands and the TATA Steel VIP Pavilion were heaving to capacity as the final 10km run finished in front of cheering crowds of spectators. 

The TATA Steel VIP Pavilion transformed the finish area and became the hottest ticket in town, offering a bird's eye view across the entire park and hosting the event's 1,500 VIP guests, who were able to enjoy both the racing and the hospitality of the Taj 51 Buckingham Gate Hotel, part of the TATA Group.

The Elite Paratriathletes went into action, with Great Britain again dominating the medals across all classifications. TATA Steel has not only been instrumental in the development of triathlon in the UK, it has also helped paratriathlon gain international recognition. The sport will feature for the first time at the Rio de Janeiro Paralympics in 2016.

In addition, elite triathletes Hendrik de Villiers representing South Africa and an employee of TATA Steel in Durban, competed in the men's elite race, finishing 35th.
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